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Introduction to Religion

Theory Essay

Overview: The purpose of this essay is to identify the conceptual and interpretive problems presented by your research project, present the various theoretical approaches that might be useful in analyzing your particular problem, and to argue for the theoretical approach you will use in your research paper.

Length: 3-5 Pages, typed and double-spaced.

Requirements:

The successful “Theory Essay” should include:

· A thesis, clearly stated in the opening paragraph.

· A brief summary of the problem(s) you will address in your research paper.

· A clear assessment of the theoretical and methodological problems presented by your research project.

· An accurate, perceptive, explanation and evaluation of the way at least two theorists we have studied might analyze/approach the problem you are exploring.

· A sophisticated comparison of the various scholarly approaches relevant to your research paper.

· A clear articulation and defense of the theoretical and methodological approach you intend to use in your research paper.

· A clear articulation for the reasons you are rejecting other approaches to your problem.

