
My thesis: By creating this “manual” of love, a manual 
that is, in reality, a multivocal “sic et non” treatment of the 
social and religious institutions of the day, Andreas invites 
us, as readers, to interrogate the social and religious 
authorities that construct society by seeing the “natural” as 
a rhetorical device and all authoritative voices as inherently 
(self-) contradictory. 
 


