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If you’ve never read anything by Plato, this will seem a bit weird. Plato liked to write dialogues in which various characters from Athens discussed important issues with Socrates, Plato’s teacher. Usually Socrates takes the role of a spoiler, forcing his interlocutors to question their assertions, prejudices, and values.

“The Euthyphro” is no different. In this dialogue Socrates and Euthyphro attempt to understand the meaning and nature of piety by trying to define the word “pious.” But there is obviously more to this discussion than merely an argument about the meaning of the word. The characters are wrestling with questions related to the origin of our moral values. How do we know what is the right thing to do in a given situation? That’s what’s at stake for Euthphro & Socrates in the dialogue, and it’s also what’s at stake for us, the readers.

Try to read through the entire dialogue before coming to class. Don’t get bogged down in the spots that are difficult to follow. Mark them with a question mark and ask me about them in class.

As you read . . .

· Mark all the definitions for “pious” that Euthyphro offers.

· Mark all the objections to those definitions offered by Socrates and try to put them in your own words . . . if you can.

· Think about the following questions:

1. What are the legal cases in which Socrates and Euthyphro are involved? Do you think Socrates is guilty? Do you think Euthyphro’s father is guilty?

2. Why is it so hard for Euthyphro to define pious? Do you think you could do better? How would you define the term?

3. What does Plato’s Socrates seem to be suggesting about the validity of polytheism?

4. What would count for a useful (or “real”?) definition for Socrates?

5. What is wrong with definition “pious is that which is loved by ALL the gods?” (This is tough. You’ll probably need me to help  you understand the argument here.)

6. What does this dialogue suggest about the relationship between religion and morality?

