Nietzsche: Beyond Good and Evil

REMEMBER: YOU DO NOT NEED TO TURN THESE QUESTIONS IN. THEY ARE MEANT TO SERVE AS A READING GUIDE. THEY ARE TO SUGGEST AREAS, THEMES, AND QUESTIONS FOR YOUR FOCUS. (Note: in the interest of being more comprehensive, some of these questions refer to sections I didn’t actually assign, but would be useful for the more diligent students.)
Study Questions 

Please don't get bogged down with this assignment.   Try to engage Nietzsche's ideas the best you can, not worrying about whether or not you can grasp all of what he is saying. Nietzsche requires lots of re-reading and discussion. Come to class, take notes, ask questions. I’ll help you understand this.
Sections 1-23 

Summary:   In Part One, "On the Prejudices of Philosophers," Nietzsche is diagnosing the problem we face as humans in the modern world.   He thinks that science and modern scholarship has robbed us of the "old values" of religion--values people formerly used to give their lives meaning and purpose and to guide their moral choices--and has replaced them with nothing but the hypocritical and autobiographical assertions of philosophers (or "philosophasters," sec. 10).   We seem to be propelled forward by the "Will to Truth," the desire to know what is real, and to be certain of what we know, without really having thought about whether or not this drive is actually beneficial to us. Or, put another way, Nietzsche wonders, in the “Preface,” why if philosophers have been seeking the truth for over 2500 years, they still haven’t found it. Is there something wrong with the “Truth” project, or it is something wrong with us?
Secs. 1-3:   Read these sections quickly. Take note of anything that interests you, but don't spend too much trying to interpret these sections as an argument. 

Sec. 4: Read this section more carefully.   If we shouldn't use "falseness" as a criteria for evaluating a judgment, what does Nietzsche think we should use?   Read the last sentence of this section carefully.   What do you think it means? 

Secs. 5-9: Here Nietzsche is attacking philosophers, both generally and specifically (Kant, Plato, the Stoics).   I will explain to you what specific philosophical ideas Nietzsche is questioning. As you read just focus on trying to figure out what he finds objectionable about philosophers (and philosophy?).   Focus on the last paragraph of section 9.   What do you think he means when he says, "[Philosophy] always creates the world in its own image; it cannot do otherwise." 

Sec. 10: We will spend a lot of time on this section in class.   For now, just take note of anything that sounds interesting to you. 

Sec. 11: We will spend a fair amount of time on this as well.   I will have to explain Kant and the argument here. 

Secs. 12-17: Here Nietzsche considers various kinds of science/inquiry.   What seem to be the questions/issues that concern him here? 

Secs. 18-21: Nietzsche seems to find ridiculous the whole philosophical discussion about whether or not we have "free will."    What does he think is ridiculous about it? 

Sec. 22:   How does Nietzsche evaluate the phrase "nature's conformity to law?" 

Sec. 23: What do you think Nietzsche means by "we sail right over our morality?" 

Sections 24-44 

In Part Two Nietzsche reflects on the challenges that will confront the "free spirit."   To be a free spirit will require a great deal of solitude and independence.   Of course, the free spirit will have to listen to the voices of other people, because in those voices she will encounter something of the human spirit, but she will hear a distorted voice.   Science, philosophy, history, politics are all disciplines that pursue knowledge, but they do so in ways that are not free. (Why?) 

Sec. 24:   This is tough. Just think about Nietzsche's   claim that science keeps us in a "simplified, thoroughly artificial, suitably constructed and suitably falsified world . . ." 

Sec. 25: I think in this section Nietzsche is trying to prevent people from thinking that a "free spirit" is a martyr.   In fact he seems to be making fun of people who self-consciously think of themselves as suffering for the truth. 

Sec. 26-30: Just read this quickly.   Nietzsche is reflecting on the relationship of a person (especially the free spirit) to his/her environment (people, time, language, etc.). 

Sec. 31: Based on his description here, do you think that Nietzsche believes that "youth" are "free spirits?" 

Sec. 32-33: What is the difference between "pre-moral" and moral evaluations of an action?   Why do you think Nietzsche says that what is "unintentional" in an action suggests the value of the action? 

Sec. 34-35: What does it mean: "it is no more than a moral prejudice that truth is worth more than mere appearance"? 

Sec. 36: Focus on the first sentence.   It's a question. How would you answer it?   How does Nietzsche seem to answer it? 

Sec. 38:   Note:   "the text finally disappeared under the interpretation."   What could that mean? 

Sec. 39: What does Nietzsche suggest about the relationship between truth and virtue (and happiness)? 

Sec. 40: What do you think Nietzsche thinks "whatever is profound loves masks?"   Also, many readers of this text think this section is autobiographical--i.e., it describes Nietzsche himself.   What do you think? 

Sec. 41: What do you think it means, "every person is a prison?" 

Secs. 42-44: What does Nietzsche say will characterize the "new species" of philosophers?   What does he think is wrong with the term "common good?"   What is the difference between free spirits, levelers, and free thinkers? 

Sections 63-185 

In Part Four Nietzsche gives us Epigrams and Interludes. Enjoy these. Pick three that you think are especially significant.   How do you think these epigrams and interludes contribute to the rest of the book? 

Sections 188, 211-212

What does section 188 suggest about Nietzsche’s view of morality (and its relation to greatness)? Don’t fooled by the use of the term “tyranny” (et al) in this section. We are used to thinking of tyranny as bad, and you might expect his use of the term “obedience” to be a negative one, but does he think tyranny and obedience are always negative?

In 211-212 what is Nietzsche suggesting is necessary in the kind of philosopher he seeks to inspire? What does he mean by “the herd” in this context?
Sections 257-296 
In Part Nine Nietzsche tries to explain what "noble" means.   He suggests that all great cultures originate out of a barbarian invasion in which strong people overcome weaker ones.   These strong people are nobles.   They believe in themselves, in their goodness.   They have value and purpose in themselves without recourse to revelation or reason to tell them what is valuable and meaningful.   The question is how can one living in an egalitarian age achieve nobility of spirit?   Nietzsche muses over the challenges   one will face in this regard.   

Sec. 257:   How, according to Nietzsche, did every higher culture on earth begin? 

Sec. 258: How did aristocrats see themselves in relationship to the rest of society? 

Sec. 259: What is the relationship between "exploitation" and life? 

Sec. 260:   What is the difference between master and slave morality? 

Sec. 261: Why are nobility and vanity incompatible? 

Sec. 262: What does Nietzsche think is the only morality that still makes sense? 

Sec. 263-64: What attitudes does Nietzsche express towards rank, heredity, and breeding?   Do you agree? 

265-268: What is egoism?   What is Nietzsche's attitude towards it? 

Sec. 269:   How Does Nietzsche describe the way   women, and Jesus, relate to love? 

Sec. 270-294:  Just read this quickly. Mark any lines that especially interest you. 

Sec. 295: Which god does Nietzsche think is his philosophical companion? What about this god interests Nietzsche? 

Sec. 296:   What does this closing section tell you about How Nietzsche feels about the relationship between his thoughts as they first came to him and his thoughts as they appear in this book? 

