Meno

Outline of Argument

Can virtue be taught?

What is virtue?

Virtue is management/ruling; varies from men, women, children, elderly.

· Need the “form”/”virtue” not “virtues”

· Meno’s definition emphasizing ruling/management

Virtue is the desire for beautiful things and the ability to acquire them.

· Everyone is the same in desiring

· Nobody knowingly desires what is bad

· Can you search for what you know/don’t know?—debater’s problem

(Recollection and the Immortality of the Soul)

Geometry Lesson

Back to the Original Question

Geometer’s Hypothesis: If virtue is a kind of knowledge, it can be taught.

Virtue is wisdom, and thus can be taught.

· The qualities of the soul that benefit us can sometimes harm us.

· Wisdom is what makes the difference between a quality’s being harmful or beneficial

There are no teachers of virtue, therefore, it can’t be taught.

· The “experts” disagree over whether it can be taught

· The great leaders of Greek society failed to teach their virtue.

True belief vs. Knowledge.

Great leaders must rule by a gift of the gods, without knowing where it came from.
