William James. Varieties of Religious Experience.

Study Questions:

Lecture I

· What are the two questions James thinks we can ask about religious experience? These correspond to two different (philosophical) questions. What are they? How does James want us to understand the relationship between these two questions?

· What is “second-hand” religious experience and why is James not particularly interested in it?

· What does James mean by “medical materialism” and why does he object to it?

· See pp. 18-21, especially. What is James’ criteria for evaluating a religious revelation?

Lecture II

· What is James’ definition of religion? (How does he expand upon and explain it?)

· What does James’ mean when he says that religion is a “collective” noun and religious is a “collective” adjective?

· What does James mean by “acceptance of the universe,” and why is this concept important in his definition of religion?

Lecture III

· How does James conceptualize the religious notion of belief in an “unseen order?” What was Kant’s critique of these kinds of religious words/symbols?

· How does James understand our relationship between sensory data/experiences and certain (religious?) abstractions?

Lectures IV & V

· What is the relationship between religion and happiness?

· Where does James think our ideas of “evil” come from?

· What is “healthy-mindedness” in James’ terms?

· How is the “mind-cure” religion an example of this healthy-mindedness?

Lectures VI & VII

· How does James understand the “problem of evil” in this chapter? How does he compare the healthy-minded and the sick-souled responses to evil?

· What is the “sick soul?”

Lectures VIII, IX, X

· What is the “divided self,” according to James?

· How does James understand the conversion process?

· How does the idea of “association” factor into this?

· Why does James think there is “little doctrinal content” in conversion experiences?

· How does James compare the “volitional” with “the self-surrender” types of conversion?

· Why does James think even “sudden” conversions are really part of a process?

· What role does the subconscious play in James’ model of conversion?

Lecture XX

· Make sure to study pp. 484-86 carefully. Make sure you understand every claim.

· Why does James think religious diversity is a good thing?

· What is so important about the “personal” nature of religion?

· How does James answer the two questions: is there a common nucleus among the various religious creeds? Is this testimony true?

· What does James mean by “the more?”

· In what sense, according to James, is the supernatural real?


