Iliad Reading Questions.

Book I

· Note that, following the invocation, the story begins in the middle of things. Apollo is ravaging the Greek camp with a plague. Why is he doing this? What is the remedy for the plague?

· What are the origins of the dispute between Agamemnon and Achilles? Beyond the immediate source of conflict, do you get the sense that their problems run much deeper? How so?

· How is the plague ended? Who takes the girl back?

· What is Achilles’ response to this situation? What seems to motivate his decision to withdraw from the battle?

· What role did the gods play in this conflict?

Book II

· How does Zeus lure Agamemnon into battle?

· Who is Thersites? What does he do/say? Who stops him and how?

Book III

· Who is Paris? What is he like? What is his role in this war? For what does Hector criticize him? What is Paris’ response to this criticism?

· What is Aphrodite’s role in this event?

· Who is Helen? What is her attitude towards her situation? Are you surprised at her response to Aphrodite? Why do you think she speaks to Aphrodite in this way? How does she respond to Paris? How is this different from her response to Priam?

Book IV

· What does this book tell us about the gods’ decision-making process?

· What does it tell us about how much the gods value human life?

· What does it tell us about how the gods interact with and affect humans?

· How is the truce broken?

Book V

· Who is Diomedes and what happens to him?

· Who is Aeneas and what happens to him?

· What role do the gods play in this book? What happens to Aphrodite? What does Dione tell her (and us) about the power of humans to injure the gods?

· What does this episode tell us about the family relationships between the gods? How do they get along?

Book VI

· Who was Bellerophon and what was his story?

· Why don’t Glaucus and Diomedes fight each other?

· Pay close attention to the scene between Hector and Andromache. What does it tell us about Hector and his values? What does it tell us about the effect of war on women?

Book VIII

· How does Zeus finally respond to all of the divine interference from the other gods?

· How do Hera and Athena react? Why don’t they continue to resist?

Book IX

· How does Agamemnon try to get Achilles back into the battle?

· Why does Achilles refuse? What are his reasons?

· Who is Phoenix? How did he end up with Achilles? What is their relationship? What kinds of things does he say to try to persuade Achilles to rejoin the battle?

Book XI

· What role does Agamemnon play in the fighting here? How important is he to the success of the Greeks?

· What idea does Nestor suggest to Patroclus?

Book XII

· Much of this book is about the Greek wall. What was it? How long did it last? When was it finally destroyed? How is breached by the Trojans?

· Also, pay attention to Sarpedon’s reasoning regarding war and fighting.

Book XIII

· What is Poseidon’s role at this point in the battle?

Book XIV

· How does Hera manage to distract Zeus?

· Who helps her?

Book XV

· How does Zeus respond when he finds out Hera has tricked him?

· How does Ares respond when he hears of the death of his son? Who stops him from going down to the battle?

· What is Zeus’ plan to end the war? How does he get Poseidon to stop intervening?

Book XVI

· Why does Achilles agree to Patroclus’ plan? What instructions does he give him?

· How does Hera convince Zeus to let Sarpedon die?

· How is Patroclus killed? What does Hector say to him? What does he say to Hector?

Book XVIII

· What is the dilemma facing Achilles in this book? What does his mother want him to do? How does Achilles explain his determination to reenter the battle?

· How does Achilles manage to save Patroclus’ body?

· What does Hephaestus inscribe on Achilles’ shield? What do you think is the significance of these scenes?

Book  XIX

· How does Briseis react when she find Patroclus dead? Why does she react that way?

· Why does Achilles end his grudge against Agamemnon?

· What prophesy is given to Achilles at the end?

Book XX

· What does Zeus finally decide to do about the battle (i.e., what does he tell the other gods they can do?)?

· Why do you think Zeus does this?

Book XXI

· How does Achilles explain his decision to kill Lycaon?

Book XXII

· What kinds of things do Hector’s father and mother say to him to try to convince him not to fight Achilles?

· What is Hector thinking as he waits to confront Achilles?

· What does Hector do?

· How does Athena get Hector to stop and fight?

· How does Hector die? What role does Athena play in this? Does this seem “fair” to you?

· What does Achilles do with Hector’s body?

· How does Andromache react, and what does she predict will be their son’s future?

Book XXIII

· How does Achilles celebrate Patroclus’ funeral?

· Patroclus’ ghost/shade visits Achilles. What does this visit and speech tell us about the Greek attitude towards burial?

· What’s going on with Hector’s body in this section?

Book XXIV

· What does Priam do to get Hector’s body back?

· Why do you think he is successful?

· Carefully read Andromache’s speech to Hector. What does it tell us about the nature of armed confict and its effects on the lives of women and children? How about Hecube’s speech?

· For what does Helen remember/cherish Hector?

· How does the Iliad end? Why do you think it ends this way?

