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Summer 2009 – Honors Section 61230
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5/26/2009 to 7/5/2009
Stephen Felder, Ph.D.
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Office: A230
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Overview: 

The course provides a general introduction to the emergence and development of modernism, modernity, and modern culture from the 17th century to the present, with an emphasis on Western civilizations. Students query the distinctive qualities and transformations of the "modern" world by considering selected primary works in philosophy, history, literature, criticism, and the arts. Typical topics include the rise of rationalist, materialist, and empirical methods of knowing; the clash of traditional ideas and the new science; the quest for social, political, and economic liberty and justice; the conflict between individualism and collectivism; the tension between romantic and classical visions of humanity; the emergence and consequences of subjectivity; and the challenges of postmodern theory and practice. (Catalog Description) 

Our aim is to explore the unique ways in which “modern” people ascribe meaning and significance to themselves, their activities, and the world.  In pursuing this theme we will analyze works of philosophy, history, literature, art, and film using the skills employed in the study of the humanities (e.g., defining terms, causal analysis, narrative analysis, image analysis, argument, and counterargument). 

 This is a transfer course that fulfills part of your General Education Requirements. To 

succeed in this course, you will need to have college level reading, writing, speaking and thinking skills.  You will need to be able to write analytically, coherently and clearly and read (sometimes challenging) texts and images critically.  You may also enroll in Writing 180, a half-unit C/NC writing conference open to all IVC students who want to write better. 

This section of Humanities 4 is an Honors course. Honors courses at Irvine Valley College are designed to provide students with academic experiences and requirements not normally available in a conventional course. What typically distinguishes an honors section of a course from a non-honors section is not the quantity of work required but the attainment of a higher level of quality and sophistication that comes about from more intense student involvement in class discussions, a wider exposure to the critical literature and more sophisticated analyses of a given topic. 

Though this course is offered during a six-week summer session, the expected workload is equal to that of “regular” sixteen-week course. College students in California are expected to spend two hours of work outside of class for every hour spent in class. You will be spending eight hours per week in class, therefore, I expect you to spend sixteen hours per week doing the necessary reading, writing, and studying for this course.

Required Texts: 

Jean Baudrillard

Simulacra and Simulation
Albert Camus


The Myth of Sisyphus
Martin Heidegger (ed. Krell)
Basic Writings of Martin Heidegger.
David Hume, 


Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion.
Immanuel Kant (ed. Wood)
Basic Writings of Kant
Milan Kundera, 

The Unbearable Lightness of Being.
Karl Marx


The Communist Manifesto
Friedrich Nietzsche,

The Gay Science

Jean-Jacques Rousseau
The Social Contract
Susan Sontag, 


On Photography.
Henry D. Thoreau 

Walden

Voltaire


Candide
Virginia Woolf

Mrs. Dalloway
Additionally, students will be asked to view the following films:
City Lights (Directed by Charlie Chaplin)
8 ½  (Directed by Frederico Fellini) 

The Dreamers (Directed by Bernardo Bertolucci) 

GRADES

Final grades will be calculated using the following criteria:

20%
Class Participation/In-class writing

20%
Essay One

20%
Essay Two

20%
Essay Three

20%
Final Exam

Late Work/Final Exam

Essays all essays must be submitted at 6:00 p.m. on the evening when they are due. Essays will be docked a third of a letter grade for every day, or part of day, they are late (i.e., an essay submitted 25 hours late is two days late, and would be docked 2/3 of a letter grade).

Final Exam. The final exam will be given from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, July 2. The final exam must be taken during this time period.

Participation Grade

The participation grade will be an average of class participation grades for each day and grades for in-class writing. Grades will be assigned for class participation on a daily basis (see criteria below).

	Participation Evaluation Rubric

	Grade
	Criteria for Evaluation

	4
	· Attended the entire class, and participated frequently.

· Comments and questions were particularly insightful, demonstrating a command of the assigned reading.

	3
	· Attended the entire class, and participated frequently.

· Participation indicated a satisfactory familiarity with the assigned reading.

	2
	· Attended class, but did not participate in a meaningful way

· Or attended class, and participated, but participation reflected an inadequate familiarity with the assigned reading for the day

	1
	· Attended class, but was disruptive or distracting

· Only attended part of class

	0
	· Did not attend class

· Or, was excessively tardy, or left extremely early


	In-class Writing Evaluation Rubric

	Grade
	Criteria for Evaluation

	4
	· Responses were sophisticated and insightful

· Clear evidence of having a command of course material.

	3
	· Response was articulate and competent

· Clear evidence of having read the assigned texts

	2
	· Competent, college-level writing

· Shows familiarity with the assigned texts

	1
	· Vague, misleading, or incorrect

· Not college-level response.


EXAM EVALUATION RUBRIC

	A
	· Sophisticated in statement and insight

· Comprehensive; every question is answered completely

· Numerous relevant details demonstrating mastery of material

· Represents the best responses given to this exam

	B
	· Competent, college-level response

· Complete; every question is answered competently

· Answers supported by details from assigned texts

· Represents superior understanding of course material

	C
	· College-level response

· Relatively complete.  Responded to every question, but some questions are incomplete, misguided, or incorrect.

· Answers tend to be vague with relatively view supporting details.

· Represents minimally satisfactory understanding of course material

	 D
	· Not college-level discourse

· Incomplete. Failed to answer some of the questions or answers are clearly incorrect, vague, or even misleading

· Virtually no supporting details; mostly broad generalities

· Demonstrates unsatisfactory level of understanding of course material

	F
	· Not college-level discourse; incoherent, rambling, etc.

· Fails to respond to several questions or response are largely wrong

· Contains very few details

· Represents a serious deficiency in understanding of course material

· or . . . STUDENT CAUGHT CHEATING ON EXAM: 

· copying from another student

· exchanging information with another student

· using electronic devices

· using notes, books, etc. that have not been approved for that exam


SCHEDULE

Tuesday, May 26

Introduction to Class

Watch City Lights in Class

Thursday, May 28

· Voltaire, Candide.
· Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
· Hume, “On Miracles.” (in Dialouges Concering Natural Religion)
· Baudrillard, “On Nihilism” (pp. 159-164 in Simulacra and Simulation)
Tuesday, June 2

· Rousseau, The Social Contract
· Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
· Baudrillard, “The Precession of Simulacra” (pp. 1-42 in Simulacra and Simulation)

Thursday, June 4

· Read Kant, Selections from Critique of Pure Reason (pp. 1-115 in Basic Writings)

· Read Heidegger, Being and Time “Introduction,” (pp. 41-87 in Basic Writings)
· Heidegger, “On the Essence of Truth” (pp. 112-38 in Basic Writings)
Tuesday, June 9

ESSAY ONE DUE

· Read Kant, Critique of Judgment (pp. 275-366 in Basic Writings)

· Read Sontag, On Photography. 
Thursday, June 11

· Watch The Dreamers in class

· Read Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway
Tuesday, June 16

· Read Heidegger, “Letter on Humanism” (pp. 214-65 in Basic Writings) OPTIONAL
· Read Kant, “Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals” (pp. 144-221, in Basic Writings) OPTIONAL
· Read Kant, Selections from Critique of Practical Reason (pp. 224-271 in Basic Writings.)

Thursday, June 18

· Read Nietzsche, The Gay Science.
Tuesday, June 23

ESSAY TWO DUE

· Watch 8 ½ in class1

· Read Kundera, The Unbearable Lightness of Being
Thursday, June 25

· Read Camus, The Myth of Sisyphus and “Summer in Algiers.”
Tuesday, June 30

· Heidegger, “Thinking, Dwelling, Building”

· Thoreau, Walden

Thursday, July 2

FINAL EXAM, 6-8:00 P.M.

ESSAY THREE DUE
