Essay One

Humanities 4, Summer 2009

Overview: For this essay you will be explaining, analyzing, and evaluating an idea from an assigned text by Kant, Heidegger, or Sontag. You may suggest your own topic (approved in advance by me), or choose ONE of the topics below. Your essay should be governed by a clear, definite, arguable thesis, and should be supported with appropriate textual evidence.
Format: 
· Typed, double-spaced

· 3-6 pages
· Use in-text citations referring to PAGE NUMBERS in the assigned editions of these texts: (Kant 117)

· Cite any other sources using MLA format (see: http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html)

· Include a “Works Cited” page.

· Stapled

Topics:

A. How does Kant’s notion of teleology support, refute, or otherwise address Philo’s objections to the argument from design (as depicted in Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion)?

B. Explain, analyze, and evaluate Heidegger’s claim that the “essence of truth is the truth of essence.”

C. Explain, analyze, and evaluate Kant’s conception of space and time (in Critique of Pure Reason.)

D. Explain, analyze, and evaluate Kant’s understanding of the statement “I think” as he develops it in Section 16 of Critique of Pure Reason (pp. 71-73). You may want to compare this to that of Descartes and/or Heidegger.

E. Explain, analyze, and evaluate the way Kant defines, understands, and compares the “beautiful” with the “sublime.”

F. Explain, analyze, and evaluate Sontag’s claim that ‘a photograph is both a pseudo-presence and a token of absence . . . [and] all such talismanic uses photographs express a feeling both sentimental and implicitly magical: they are attempts to contact or lay claim to another reality.” (p. 16)

