Essay One

Humanities 4, Summer 2009

Overview: For this essay you will be comparing how an idea is developed in two of the texts we have read for this course. Your essay should be governed by a clear, definite, arguable thesis, and should be supported with appropriate textual evidence.
Format: 
· Typed, double-spaced

· 5-7 pages
· Use in-text citations: (Voltaire 117)

· Cite any other sources using MLA format (see: http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html)

· Include a “Works Cited” page.

· Stapled

· Staple Essay Grading Rubric to the last page

Topics:

A. The Social Contract and Candide. Does Rousseau provide solutions to the kinds of problems depicted in Candide, or is Candide satirizing, to some extent, the kinds of solutions proposed in The Social Contract?

B. Baudrillard and Marxism. Is Baudrillard a Marxist? Is he providing a Marxist critique of post-Industrial global capitalism, or a post-Industrial critique of Marxism?

C. Hume, Voltaire, and the “Argument from Design.” Explain, analyze, and evaluate the way(s) in which Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion and Candide respond (implicitly?) to the “argument from design.”  Or, you could explain, analyze, and evaluate the ways in which those texts comment on/critique “natural theology” as an intellectual discipline/project.

