Essay One

Humanities 3, Summer 2009
Format: 
· Develop a sophisticated, arguable, and insightful thesis in response to ONE of the topics listed below.

· Typed, double-spaced

· 4-6 pages
· Cite sources using MLA format (see: http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html)

· Stapled

· Staple Essay Grading Rubric to the last page

Topics:

A. Choose two of the following and write an essay in which you compare how each text understands the relationship between sex and love (or, write an essay in which you compare how two of these texts understand love):

i. Bedier: Tristan & Iseult.

ii. Chretien: The Knight of the Cart.
iii. Chretien: The Story of the Grail.
iv. Abelard’s Letters to Heloise

v. Heloise’s Letters to Abelard.

B. Analyze the role gender plays in constructing and constraining one of the following characters: Tristan, Guinevere, Lancelot, Heloise.

C. Choose ONE of the following and write an essay in which you explore how it understands the relationship between body and soul/spirit.

i. Bedier: Tristan & Iseult.

ii. Chretien: The Knight of the Cart.
iii. Chretien: The Story of the Grail.
iv. Abelard’s Letters to Heloise

v. Heloise’s Letters to Abelard.

D. Choose one of the following and write an essay in which you identify, explain, and analyze the pattern(s) of sex and violence you see in one of the following:

i. Bedier: Tristan & Iseult.

ii. Chretien: The Knight of the Cart.
iii. Chretien: The Story of the Grail.
E. Choose a minor character from one of the following and write an essay in which you identify, explain, and analyze the role that character plays in the larger narrative: 

i. Bedier: Tristan & Iseult.

ii. Chretien: The Knight of the Cart.
iii. Chretien: The Story of the Grail.
