Humanities 2

Spring 2009

Essay #1

Overview: This essay asks you to explore a theme in The Iliad and/or The Odyssey.

Format: 
· Typed, double-spaced

· 1000-1600 words

· Cite quotations using work, book (number), and line number:  Iliad VI.123-24. 

· Cite any other sources using MLA format (see: http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html)

· Stapled

Choose ONE of the topics below and develop an original thesis that demonstrates your ability to interpret and analyze the assigned texts. 

· Your essay should be controlled by a clear, arguable, insightful, and sophisticated thesis. 

· To support your interpretation and to make your analysis clear you will need to quote short passages from the texts, integrated into your own prose. Do NOT use “drop quotes” (entire sentences that merely quote from the text) or “block quotes.” 

· Every “body” paragraph of your essay should be controlled by a clear, arguable topic sentence, with the paragraph developed in a unified, coherent manner.

· There should be clear evidence of your mastery of the texts.

Topics

A. Grief. Write an essay in which you describe, explain, and analyze the role grief plays in either the Iliad or the Odyssey. In what way is this connected with the “heroic ideal” in Archaic Greek epic?

B. Human Traits. Identify a human trait or value (e.g., rage, honor, “not backing down,” strength, etc.) you believe is treated in significantly different ways in the Iliad and the Odyssey, analyze those differences, and explain why you think those differences are important for understanding the greater themes and designs of each work. 
C. Gender. Is it a man’s world? Though the Homeric epics are definitely situated within a patriarchal world, they each present a number of strong female characters. Explain this. Do these epics support, subvert, or complicate the patriarchal order? Support your thesis with an analysis of three of these female characters.
D. Intertextuality. Identify, explain, and analyze how a theme or allusion from Homer’s epics is deployed in either Herodotus or Thucydides.
