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Overview: 

This course is an introduction to the study of religion as an academic discipline, exploring the key theoretical approaches to the nature of religious experience and its function in human society. The course focuses particularly on the nature and function of religious myth/narrative, ritual, art, architecture, doctrine, and experience. (Catalog Description) 

This is a college-level course in the study of religion.  We will be considering the “big” questions that have concerned people for thousands of years, and we will analyze the role religion has played in addressing those questions.  This course requires that you think critically, objectively, and sensitively about the nature, function, and influence of religion.

This is a transfer course that fulfills part of your General Education Requirements. To thinking skills.  You will need to be able to write analytically, coherently and clearly and read (sometimes challenging) texts and images critically.  You may also enroll in Writing 180, a half-unit C/NC writing conference open to all IVC students who want to write better. 
Additionally, this is an honors course. Honors courses at Irvine Valley College are designed to provide students with academic experiences and requirements not normally available in a conventional course. What typically distinguishes an honors section of a course from a non-honors section is not the quantity of work required but the attainment of a higher level of quality and sophistication that comes about from more intense student involvement in class discussions, a wider exposure to the critical literature and more sophisticated analyses of a given topic. 

Required Texts: 

The following are texts are on sale at the IVC Bookstore: 

    Berger, Peter L. 
The Sacred Canopy.

    The Bhagavad Gita (trans. Barbara Stoler Miller)

    Caputo, John D. 
On Religion.

    Durkheim, Emile. 
The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life.
    James, William. 
The Varieties of Religious Experience.

Johnson, Donald & Jean Elliot Johnson. Universal Religions in World History: The    Spread of Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam to 1500.

    Rubenstein, Richard. L. 
After Auschwitz.

    Smith, Jonathan Z. Imagining Religion: From Babylon to Jonestown
Evaluation:

20%
Participation

20%
Midterm Exam

20%
Final Exam

5%
Prospectus

5%
Annotated Bibliography

10%
Theory Essay

20%
Research Paper

Participation Grade

This is an Honors seminar. Though I will be providing much in the way of help and guidance, you need to demonstrate your engagement with the assigned reading. Grades will be assigned for class participation on a daily basis (see criteria below).

	Participation Evaluation Rubric

	Grade
	Criteria for Evaluation

	A
	· Attended the entire class, and participated frequently.

· Comments and questions were particularly insightful, demonstrating a command of the assigned reading.

	B
	· Attended the entire class, and participated frequently.

· Participation indicated a satisfactory familiarity with the assigned reading.

	C
	· Attended class, but did not participate in a meaningful way

· Or attended class, and participated, but participation reflected an inadequate familiarity with the assigned reading for the day

	D
	· Attended class, but was disruptive or distracting

· Only attended part of class

	F
	· Did not attend class

· Or, was excessively tardy, or left extremely early


EXAM EVALUATION RUBRIC

	A
	· Sophisticated in statement and insight

· Comprehensive; every question is answered completely

· Numerous relevant details demonstrating mastery of material

· Represents the best responses given to this exam

	B
	· Competent, college-level response

· Complete; every question is answered competently

· Answers supported by details from assigned texts

· Represents superior understanding of course material

	C
	· College-level response

· Relatively complete.  Responded to every question, but some questions are incomplete, misguided, or incorrect.

· Answers tend to be vague with relatively view supporting details.

· Represents minimally satisfactory understanding of course material

	 D
	· Not college-level discourse

· Incomplete. Failed to answer some of the questions or answers are clearly incorrect, vague, or even misleading

· Virtually no supporting details; mostly broad generalities

· Demonstrates unsatisfactory level of understanding of course material

	F
	· Not college-level discourse; incoherent, rambling, etc.

· Fails to respond to several questions or response are largely wrong

· Contains very few details

· Represents a serious deficiency in understanding of course material

· or . . . STUDENT CAUGHT CHEATING ON EXAM: 

· copying from another student

· exchanging information with another student

· using electronic devices

· using notes, books, etc. that have not been approved for that exam


Humanities 20 (Honors) Assignment Schedule

Fall 2009

	Month
	Date
	Day
	Assignment Due

	Aug.
	25
	Tues.
	First Day, Introduction to Class

	
	27
	Thurs.
	Durkheim, 4-21, 310-43

	Sept.
	1
	Tues.
	Durkheim, 25-83

	
	3
	Thurs.
	Durkheim, 140-218, 308-09

	
	8
	Tues.
	James, Lectures I, II, & III

	
	10
	Thurs.
	James, Lectures IV & V

	
	15
	Tues.
	James, Lectures, VI & VII

	
	17
	Thurs.
	James, Lectures, VIII, IX, & X

	
	22
	Tues.
	Berger, pp. 3-51

	
	24
	Thurs.
	Berger, pp. 53-101

	
	29
	Tues.
	Berger, pp. 105-71

	Oct.
	1
	Thurs.
	Smith, pp. 1-52

	
	6
	Tues.
	Smith, pp. 53-89

	
	8
	Thurs.
	Smith, pp. 90-120

	
	13
	Tues.
	MIDTERM EXAM

	
	15
	Thurs.
	Johnson & Johnson, pp. 3-73

	
	20
	Tues.
	Presentation of Research Project

Prospectus Due

	
	22
	Thurs.
	Johnson & Johnson, pp. 74-171

	
	27
	Tues.
	Johnson & Johnson, pp. 172-214

	
	29
	Thurs.
	Rubenstein, 29-61.

	Nov.
	3
	Tues.
	Rubenstein, 81-122.
Theory Essay Due

	
	5
	Thurs.
	Rubenstein, 140-153.

	
	10
	Tues.
	Rubenstein,  247-265.

	
	12
	Thurs.
	Rubenstein, 293-306.

	
	17
	Tues.
	Bhagavad-Gita, Teachings 1-3

Annotated Bibliography Due

	
	19
	Thurs.
	Bhagavad-Gita, Teachings 4-18

	
	24
	Tues.
	Caputo, pp. 1-66

	
	26
	Thurs.
	Thanksgiving No Class

	Dec.
	1
	Tues.
	Caputo, pp. 67-141

	
	3
	Thurs.
	Paper Presentations

	
	8
	Tues.
	Paper Presentations

	
	10
	Thurs.
	Paper Presentations

Research Paper Due



	
	17
	Thurs
	Final Exam 8:15-10:15


