Humanities 20 (Honors) Fall 2009

Term Paper Review/Checklist

Before submitting your final draft, you should ask yourself the following questions.

Conceptual

· Does the paper respond to a clearly defined question?

· Is the response original, sophisticated, and clear?

· Does the paper develop “an independent analysis of some religious artifact, ritual, architecture, art, practice, or community?”

· Does the paper “demonstrate an expertise related to at least one primary source, a command of the relevant secondary sources, and a sophisticated theoretical approach to the topic that uses one of the theorists we have studied in this semester in a significant and appropriate manner?”

Thesis

· Is the thesis clear?

· Are all the central terms clearly defined in the introduction?

· Is the thesis arguable?

· Is the thesis sophisticated (i.e., does it go beyond the obvious, reflecting serious thought and reflection, providing an original insight into the question/problem addressed by the paper?)?

· Is the thesis merely a “list thesis,” or does it clearly define the relationship between the various components of your argument?

Support

· Is there adequate support for the thesis?

· Are quotations integrated into your own argument, or do you simply “drop” them into your paper without adequate warrant?

· Are the secondary sources used for the essay scholarly and relevant? 

· Is the relationship between your argument and those made by other scholars clear (i.e., do you agree with them, disagree, complicate, etc.?)?

Structure

· Is the problem/question clearly defined in the introduction?

· Is the thesis clearly presented in the introduction?

· Is each paragraph controlled by a clear topic sentence that supports your thesis?

· Are the transitions between each paragraph clear and obvious?

Style
· Is the paper typed, double-spaced, and stapled?

· Is it free from typos, grammatical errors, or awkward sentences?

· Is the language redundant, wordy, or in other ways cumbersome and distracting from your argument?

· Have you used the appropriate words to convey your exact meaning?

	Grade
	Conceptual
	Thesis
	Development and Support
	Structuring
	Language

	A
	has cogent analysis, has identified and responded to an important and original question: ideas original, often insightful, going beyond ideas discussed in class, clear evidence of serious, extended thought and reflection 
	
essay controlled by clear, precise, well-defined thesis: is sophisticated in both statement and insight
	well-chosen examples; persuasive reasoning used to develop and support thesis consistently: uses quotations and citations effectively; causal connections between ideas are evident, secondary sources are well chosen, scholarly, and sophisticated 
	appropriate, clear and smooth transitions; arrangement of paragraphs seems particularly apt
	uses sophisticated sentences effectively; usually chooses words aptly; observes conventions of written English and manuscript format; makes few minor or technical errors

	B
	responds to a clear research question, goes beyond the obvious; may have one minor factual or conceptual inconsistency, but clear evidence of careful, thoughtful, extended analysis
	clear, specific, argumentative thesis central to the essay; may have left minor terms undefined
	pursues thesis consistently: develops a main argument with clear major points and appropriate textual evidence and supporting detail; makes an effort to organize paragraphs topically, secondary sources are scholarly and relevant
	distinct units of thought in paragraphs controlled by specific and detailed topic sentences; clear transitions between developed, cohering, and logically arranged paragraphs that are internally cohesive
	some mechanical difficulties or stylistic problems; may make occasional problematic word choices or awkward syntax errors; a few spelling or punctuation errors or cliché; usually presents quotations effectively

	C
	shows clear evidence of having researched the topic; responds to a question, but question is not well-defined, may have some factual, interpretive, or conceptual errors, 
	general thesis or controlling idea; may not define several central terms
	only partially develops the argument; shallow analysis; some ideas and generalizations undeveloped or unsupported; makes limited use of textual evidence; fails to integrate quotations appropriately, has an adequate number of secondary sources, but they do not seem especially relevant to the topic or are not used well in support of the argument
	some awkward transitions; some brief, weakly unified or undeveloped paragraphs; arrangement may not appear entirely natural; contains extraneous information
	more frequent wordiness; several unclear or awkward sentences; imprecise use of words or over-reliance on passive voice; one or two major grammatical errors (subject-verb agreement, comma splice, etc.); effort to present quotations accurately

	D
	shows inadequate level of thought and planning, or has significant factual and conceptual errors; fails to clearly define the topic/question, confuses some significant ideas, grasp of material seems superficial
	thesis vague or not central to argument; central terms not defined
	frequently only narrates; digresses from one topic to another without developing ideas or terms; makes insufficient or awkward use of textual evidence
	simplistic, tends to narrate or merely summarize; wanders from one topic to another; illogical arrangement of ideas
	some major grammatical or proofreading errors (subject-verb agreement; sentence fragments); language marred by clichés, colloquialisms, repeated inexact word choices; inappropriate quotations or citations format


