Hum 20 (Honors) Fall 2009

Final Exam Questions

Option One: Take-Home Exam. Choose TWO of the following and respond in 2000 words or less per question. Type, double-space and staple your response. You must submit your exam in person by 10 a.m. Thursday, December 17th, to the classroom. I will be in the classroom by 8:15 a.m. that morning.

You may use the assigned texts and any of your notes, but you may not use any other resources, including books, journals, or online resources. You may discuss the questions with your colleagues, but all your work must be your own.

Option Two: In-Class Exam. I will give you three of the following questions and you will respond to two, in a Green(Blue)-Book, using notes recorded on only one side of one sheet of an 8 ½ x 11 in. sheet of paper.

1. Using the history of Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam (up to 1500 C.E.), write an essay in which you explain why peoples (people groups, nations) convert to/adopt specific religions. In the course of doing so, do not just provide a list, but aim at some level of coherence, explaining the relationships between, and, if you think it’s appropriate, the relative importance of the various causes you identify.

2. Using the history of Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam (up to 1500 C.E.), define assimilation and explain its role in the expansion of a religion. (Make sure you cite and explain specific examples of such assimilation from all three religions.)

3. Write an essay in which you compare the approach to the Divine, or Absolute, as it is conceived by Rubenstein, Caputo, and the Bhagavad Gita.

4. Would Rubenstein’s understanding of the covenant be consonant with, or in conflict with Caputo’s critique of fundamentalism? Explain and defend your answer.

5. Write an essay in which you compare the relative merits of the Bhagavad Gita’s approach to religion with the those advocated by Caputo and Watts.
6. How might Rubenstein evaluate Caputo’s “post-secular” religion? (On which points would he agree? On which points would he disagree?)

