Prospectus

A prospectus is a document that briefly describes the questions, materials, and methods a researcher will use in his or her research. This prospectus will function as an ideas draft. It should be 1-2 pages, typed, single-spaced. The prospectus should include the following (though not necessarily in this order):

* clear and concise introduction to the chosen topic. This can be two or three sentences long and should begin the prospectus. It should clearly present to us what you will be working on. It should be as specific as possible. (NOT “Sufism,” but  “al-Ghazzali’s Ideas of Friendship.” NOT “Weber,” but “Weber’s Reading of the Origins of Jainism.” NOT “Quantum Physics,” but “Random Event Generators, Intention, and the Future of Prayer.” Not “conversion” but “The Conversion of Christian African-American Women to Islam”). Your introduction should consider the following questions: 

· What is the subject of your research paper and how is it defined? 

· Why are you addressing the topic? (What's interesting and problematic about it? Why does it need to be studied?) 

· Indicate (not in detail) what type of sources you have selected and why.

* a working thesis. This can be presented as tentative, as it may be modified as your research progresses. Remember that your thesis constitutes a contract between you and your reader, a promise that must be kept by your essay (sequence of claims and supporting evidence). Ideally, your thesis statement should present your original contribution/new approach to your given topic.

* presentation of the main research question(s) . What intellectual questions are you attempting to answer about your given topic? Are they original? Can they afford complex and arguable answers? Can they be addressed within the space limits of your research paper? Are they formulated with consideration to the historical and cultural context? Why are they interesting? Have they been considered/ proposed/ ignored by other scholars? What theoretical approaches do you intend to employ in your analysis?

* Summary of your research. Here you should present an array of possible answers to the main questions you have raised. Present the primary and secondary sources you have selected; indicate how, and what type of evidence, they offer you to formulate arguable claims in response to your research questions. The range of answers offered in this part of your prospectus should include those suggested by your secondary source(s). You can summarize or quote scholars' arguments and explain how you accept, refute or integrate them within your argument.  

These guidelines are designed to help you focus on your topic and structure your research. However, in writing the final paper, you may wish to change the order of events outlined above. Be prepared to expand your account of secondary sources; to weave the secondary sources into your argument ; and to develop your consideration of primary sources substantially in light of your secondary reading.

