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This course introduces students to themes central to humanistic inquiry and to the 

methodologies employed by humanists to analyze artistic and written expressions that 

incorporate these themes. Students examine works of literature, art, architecture and philosophy chosen from a variety of historical periods and representative of distinctive approaches to the themes under discussion. (Catalog Description) 

This semester we will be using the theme of “Imagined Realities” to consider how the 

products of human imagination both influence our “realities” and are influenced by the social, historical, and political contexts in which we live. In pursuing this theme we will analyze works of philosophy, history, literature, art, and film using the skills employed in the study of the humanities (e.g., defining terms, causal analysis, narrative analysis, image analysis, argument, and counterargument). 

Overview: 
 This is a transfer course that fulfills part of your General Education Requirements. To 

succeed in this course, you will need to have college level reading, writing, speaking and thinking skills.  You will need to be able to write analytically, coherently and clearly and read (sometimes challenging) texts and images critically.  You may also enroll in Writing 180, a half-unit C/NC writing conference open to all IVC students who want to write better. 

Required Texts: 

The following are texts are on sale at the IVC Bookstore: 

Kingston: China Men 

Paz:  Labyrinth of Solitude 

Plato: The Trial and Death of Socrates 

Nietzsche:  Beyond Good and Evil 
Aeschylus: Prometheus Bound.
Freud:  Civilization and Its Discontents 

Lahiri:  Interpreter of Maladies 

The following films will be shown in class: 

 “Crimes and Misdemeanors”   (Dir. By Woody Allen) 

 “Rebecca”    (Dir. Alfred Hitchcock) 
“The Sketches of Frank Gehry” (Dir. Sidney Pollack)
Objectives: 

By the end of the course the student should be able to: 

· Identify Plato, explain his method of discourse, and describe and evaluate his arguments in “The Euthyphro.” 

· Identify Nietzsche and explain his place in the history of western philosophy. 

· Explain key texts from Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil, discuss their relevance for modern philosophical debates, and apply those texts in interpreting Woody Allen’s film, Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

· Identify the two main plots in Crimes and Misdemeanors, discuss how those two plots are related, and evaluate the moral and ethical positions articulated by the characters in the film. 

· Identify Maxine Hong Kingston and her place among modern American authors. 

· Interpret assigned readings from China Men and analyze them in terms of their social, political, and historical contexts. 

· List, explain, and discuss the key legal texts and decisions related to Chinese immigration. 

· Interpret, explain, and evaluate the argument(s) in Octavio Paz’s Labyrinth of Solitude. 

· Identify key twentieth-century Mexican artists and analyze their work in terms of both formal elements and historical concerns. 

· Compare themes in Octavio Paz’s analysis of Mexican identity to similar themes in a key works of twentieth-century Mexican art.  

· Identify, explain, and evaluate the arguments presented in assigned readings from Sigmund Freud’s Civilization and Its Discontents. 

· Analyze the film Rebecca in terms of its formal elements. 

· Apply the ideas of Sigmund Freud & Jacques Lacan to an analysis of Rebecca. 

· Identify key course themes as they appear in assigned stories from Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Interpreter of Maladies and compare the treatment of those themes with their treatment in other works we have studied this semester. 
· Explain Vitruvius’ schema for analyzing architecture and describe how each element is expressed in architectural drawings.

· Analyze and critique common examples of architecture.

· Discuss, analyze, and evaluate the process, principles, and features of Frank Gehry’s architecture.

· Describe, analyze, and explain Aeschylus’ appropriation of the Prometheus myth.
· Recall key characters, themes, and events from all of the assigned texts. 

Requirements: 

20 %
 
Mexican Art/Paz Essay 
20%

Nietzsche Essay
20%

Exam 1: Imagining Self and Other: Kingston, Paz, Mexican Artists

20%

Exam 2: Imagining Ethics: Plato, Nietzsche, Allen, Conard, Felder
20%
Exam 3: Civilization’s Imaginings: Vitruvius, Gehry, Aeschylus, Freud, Hitchcock. Lahiri 
A NOTE ON EXAMS

Purpose: The primary purpose of the exam is to evaluate your mastery of the texts, concepts, and methods developed in the course.  The purpose of the exam is not to see if you are “naturally smart” or a “good test-taker,” neither is it to evaluate what you may have learned in high school, other classes, or on Wikipedia. 
Format: You can expect the exam questions to be challenging, requiring you to demonstrate a combination of knowledge, insight, and skill in responding to the questions.  You will write a paragraph or two in response to six questions that focus on material and ideas covered in class and you will write a five-paragraph essay in response to an essay question.

Evaluation:

	A
	· Sophisticated in statement and insight

· Comprehensive; every question is answered completely

· Numerous relevant details demonstrating mastery of material

· Represents the best responses given to this exam

	B
	· Competent, college-level response

· Complete; every question is answered competently

· Answers supported by details from assigned texts

· Represents superior understanding of course material

	C
	· College-level response

· Relatively complete.  Responded to every question, but some questions are incomplete, misguided, or incorrect.

· Answers tend to be vague with relatively view supporting details.

· Represents minimally satisfactory understanding of course material

	D
	· Not college-level discourse

· Incomplete. Failed to answer some of the questions or answers are clearly incorrect, vague, or even misleading

· Virtually no supporting details; mostly broad generalities

· Demonstrates unsatisfactory level of understanding of course material

	F
	· Not college-level discourse; incoherent, rambling, etc.

· Fails to respond to several questions or response are largely wrong

· Contains very few details

· Represents a serious deficiency in understanding of course material

· or . . . STUDENT CAUGHT CHEATING ON EXAM: 

· copying from another student

· exchanging information with another student

· using electronic devices

· using notes, books, etc. that have not been approved for that exam


Late Work

Essays all essays must be submitted at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Essays will be docked a third of a letter grade for every day, or part of day, they are late (i.e., an essay submitted 25 hours late is two days late, and would be docked 2/3 of a letter grade).

Exams must be taken during the date and time assigned unless, in extenuating circumstance, PRIOR arrangements have been made with the instructor.
Study Guides

To stay consistent with the practices of most of my colleagues at UC campuses, I will NOT be distributing study guides for each exam. Here are some tips on prepare for the exam.

· Everything I say in class is important, and may be on the exam.

· Read, re-read, and read again every passage that I read in class.

· Think about the theme for each unit and ask how that theme is reflected in the assigned works.

· Take good notes . . . don’t just copy meaningless phrases . . . and review those notes. See: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/success/notes.html
Class Plan for Humanities 1 Fall 2009 Tuesday Evening

	Date
	Assignment Due

	Oct. 20
	First Day of Class/Mexican History Lecture

	Oct. 22
	Read Paz, Labyrinth of Solitude, pp. 9-64.

	Oct. 27
	Read Paz, Labyrinth of Solitude, pp. 65-87,111-116, 175-212.

	Oct. 29
	Lecture on Mexican Painters; No Assignment

	Nov. 3
	Read China Men, pp. 1-118

	Nov. 5
	Read China Men, pp. 119-159, 237-255, 263-308

Mexican Painters/Paz Essay Due

	Nov. 10
	Exam #1

	Nov. 12
	Read Plato: “Euthyphro”

Read Beyond Good & Evil sections 1-11, 16-26, 32-34, 44

	Nov.17
	Read Beyond Good & Evil sections  46, 49, 55, 60-61, 63-185
188, 211-212, 257-260, 268, 282, 287

Read: Conard “Thus Spake Bart” (Available on Blackboard)

	Nov. 19
	Watch Crimes & Misdemeanors in class.
Discuss/Analyze the film

	Nov. 24
	Exam #2
Introduction to Architecture (No Assignment)

Architecture Discussion/Campus Tour (In Class)

	Nov. 26
	Thanksgiving Day—No Class


	Dec. 1
	Read: Prometheus Bound
Watch Sketches of Frank Gehry in Class

Nietzsche/Plato Essay Due

	Dec. 3
	Read Freud, pp. 10-112.

	Dec. 8
	Watch Rebecca in class.

	Dec. 10
	Read: Lahiri, pp. 23-69,173-198.

	Dec. 15
	Final Exam: 12:45-2:45p.m.


